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23rd May: Day of Pentecost, Whit Sunday 

 

Pentecost took place on the well-established Jewish festival of Firstfruits, which was observed 

at the beginning of the wheat harvest. It was seven weeks after Easter, or 50 days including 

Easter. 

 

A feast day to celebrate the country’s wheat harvest does not sound exactly world-changing, 

but that year, it became one of the most important days in world history. For Pentecost 

was the day that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit - the day the Church was born. Jesus had told 

His disciples that something big was going to happen, and that they were to wait for it in 

Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee. Jesus had plans for His disciples, but He knew they 

could not do the work themselves. They would need His help. 

 

And so, they waited in Jerusalem, praying together with His other followers, for many days. 

And then on that fateful morning there was suddenly the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. 

Tongues of flame flickered on their heads, and they began to praise God in many tongues, to 

the astonishment of those who heard them. The curse of Babel (Genesis 11: 1- 9) was 

dramatically reversed that morning.      

 

That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell the disciples and followers of Jesus. The Church 

was born. The Christians were suddenly full of life and power, utterly different from their 

former fearful selves. The change in them was permanent. 

 

Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, proclaiming Jesus was 

the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible death was in marked contrast to the man 

who had denied Jesus 50 days before.  And 3,000 people responded, were converted, and 

were baptised. How’s that for fast church growth! 

 

Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this world. All 

through the Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit guided people and 

strengthened them. But now, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, He could INDWELL 

them. From now on, every Christian could have the confidence that Jesus was with them 

constantly, through the indwelling of His Holy Spirit. 

 



 Crossword – March 2021 

 

 

Across 
1 The earth is one (6) 
4 ‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)  
7 ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)  
8 The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:1) (8)  
9 ‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 2:5) (8)  
13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this (Luke 8:16) (3)  
16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)   
17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)  
19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8) 
24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8) 
25 The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)  
26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)  
27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6) 

   May 2021 

 
 

 

Across 
1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) (10) 
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7) 
8 ‘All I have is —, and all you have is mine’ (John 17:10) (5) 
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 
13 Member of the Society of Friends (6) 
15 At ague (anag.) (6) 
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8) 
18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4) 
21 Twentieth-century poet and dramatist who wrote Murder in the Cathedral, T.S. — (5) 
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 
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Down 
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 
2 Central space in a church (4) 
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance 1983–97, Clive — (6) 
4 Moses killed one when he saw him beating a Hebrew labourer (Exodus 2:12) (8) 
5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in a Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) (10) 
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 
12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8) 
14 Same hit (anag.) (7) 
16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the —’ (Genesis 1:2) (6) 
19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5) 
20 Cab (4) 



  



 
Christian Aid Week, 10-16 May 2021 

 

Our parish has been a strong supporter of Christian Aid for many decades, regularly joining in 

activities to raise money, particularly during the annual Christian Aid Week, whether through 

house to house and church collections, Super-Soup lunches and Big Brekkies, murder mysteries 

and quizzes. And each year we have learned about particular communities in need and 

contributed towards projects and disaster appeals, supporting in particular their policy of always 

working in partnership with local groups, encouraging self-reliance, including and especially for 

women and girls. 

 

The pandemic has been really bad news for the developing world, already suffering 

disproportionately from the effects of climate change. Not only have their problems become 

worse; Christian Aid and other charities have become less able to help as fund-raising activities 

have been seriously curtailed – and in many cases abandoned – under lock-down. In last year’s 

Christian Aid Week there was little we could do other than encouraging people to give on-line. 

 

This year we hope to do more. We are hoping to get the message out to people’s homes with 

an envelope which they will be encouraged to return to a nearby (we hope!) house, or to give 

directly on-line or by phone. Our current collectors can cover most of the roads in Oliver’s 

Battery and a fair number on Badger Farm – much fewer in Stanmore or Winchester Village. If 

anyone would like to distribute a few envelopes among their own neighbours or more 

widely, please let one of us know – it is much less scary if you don’t have to go back to ask 

for the envelope! 

 

There will also be an opportunity to give at our church services, at the Luke@9 service on 9 

May and at the 10.30 service on 16 May, when we will be praying particularly for the work. Our 

own Charlotte Scott, who works for Christian Aid, will be speaking at the 16 May service. 

 

What are the needs we are hoping to meet this year? More and more we see the effects of 

Climate Change as the major issue, one that needs to be addressed here, by us, not just in the 

developing world, but it is in the developing world that the impact is greatest.  

 

In Kenya, extreme weather is making it harder and harder to survive. For communities fighting 

the climate crisis, every last drop of water matters. Families urgently need to access a reliable 

source of water. Every day Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her grandchildren. She 

tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers when she was a girl: when the rivers 

flowed with water and the crops bore fruit. A simple earth dam, built with the help of Christian 

Aid’s partners and our donations, could completely change her life. This Christian Aid Week,  

 



we and hundreds of thousands of other Christian Aid supporters can give, act and pray to stop 

this climate crisis driving people like Rose to hunger.  

 

You may like to use this prayer for this year’s Christian Aid Week: 

 

Great God, 

Who makes the sun to rise, and opens the heavens, 

Hear the cry of the people 

Who sow in hope for rain, but reap only despair. 

Hear the cry of the people 

Seeking shelter from the storm, their hopes and homes submerged. 

Hear the cry of the people, 

When creation is hitting back, with rage and resistance. 

Give us hope, grant us salvation, 

Give us a new relationship with creation 

With reverence to tend this gift from You, 

And say once again of the earth and all you created 

It is GOOD. 
 

 

Rosemary Dunhill (869007, rcdunhill@gmail.com) 

Ruth Coggan (867259, ruthcoggan@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

 

Post Script: ‘Water, too much, too little, in the wrong place’, features in so many accounts of 

the world’s problems. Our newly refurbished St Mark’s will include two beautiful new toilet 

facilities. Might there be any way we could share this blessing….? 

 

 

 
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives. 
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St Mark’s Church and Community Centre 
 

The first phase of the church renovation began in March, and is all 
going to plan, though some aspects have been a little bit delayed.  We 
now have double glazed windows, the floor in the main hall has been 
levelled and the new toilets and storage areas are coming along nicely. 
 
We still expect to open up the building again in May (as long as Covid 
restrictions allow us to).  In the meantime, we are going to start raising 
funds for the second phase of the refurbishment.  
 
If you would like to see more photos and donate please visit the 
church website: www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk . 
 
 

 

 



MARTIN: AND SPINA BIFIDA 
 

Martin was a lovely little boy whom I had in my class at “The House in the Garden” school in Bristol; my second 

teaching post. The school was indeed unique in that it was set in beautiful grounds and each class had a range of 

children all 5-7-year-olds: the “Family Group System”. I had 32 children which was a great change from the 48 

I had in my class in the London school. The Head, Miss T, said that I should hear every child read every day. I 

had seven reading groups, all based on their ability. Thus a bright 5-year-old would read with a slower 7-year-

old. They also had to write their “news” and do their allotted number-work each day. I would spend the whole of 

the dinner hour checking their morning’s work and making them re-do work where necessary. The boys and girls 

had free play when they had completed their tasks.  

We also had a constant stream of visitors; lecturers and students from around the county. I learnt to ignore them 

and continue blithely with whatever I was doing. 

 

My class room was upstairs, and all the upstairs rooms were once bedrooms. Most of this floor was my domain, 

and there was an iron fire escape which we used to go down into the garden. There was a bathroom where the 

boys would put cold water in the bath and sail their home-made boats; (literally ones they had made in 

“woodwork” in another room). Only at the end of the afternoon would I gather them all together for “story” and 

Prayers. 

 

The fathers either worked in the docks or in the aircraft factory. At that time the “Brabazon” airliner was being 

built and tested. Quite often the prototype would fly low over the school. I gaped at it, but the boys were quite 

blasé about it. Didn’t their dads help to build it? 

 

One of the dearest of little boys was Martin, who had spina bifida. The children rather unkindly called him 

“spastic”. His mother dressed him in little grey flannel trousers and jacket to look smart. She had a job as a dinner 

lady at a nearby Junior School so that she could be summoned quickly if Martin needed her, for he also suffered 

from epilepsy. Martin had a speech defect and it was difficult to understand what he was trying to say. He 

desperately wanted to do everything that the other children were doing. We had dinner in our own classrooms 

because there was no “hall”. The older boys and girls would take it in turns to fetch the dishes of food from the 

kitchen which involved walking up the back stairs carrying the food. Martin wanted to join in, so one day I let 

him and watched with my heart in my mouth while he carried up a dish of mince, not being able to hold it properly 

with his twisted hands. 

 

He used to sit next to me and one day he planted a very wet kiss on my cheek.  Another day I could tell that he 

was working up to a fit, so I asked Miss T to ring for his mother. She came round at once. I had Martin in another 

room; his mother said I could leave them for she knew what to do.  

 

Came the time when near the end of the Summer Term we were all looking forward to changes. The school was 

to move into its new premises a short distance away where we had beautiful new classrooms and plenty of space.  

Some of the children were to move up to the Junior School. What of Martin? A woman came from the Local 

Education Authority to test him. The other children were all sent into the garden. I showed Martin into our 

classroom but I was not allowed to stay. I listened outside the door. I don’t know what this woman said, but 

Martin screamed and screamed. Had I been allowed in of course I would not have prompted him but that was 

what this dreadful woman supposed. In the end she gave up. Sadly I never found out what happened to Martin 

because I had to leave Bristol unexpectedly when my mother died.  

 

 

Kay Hassell  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Traidcraft May 2021 
 
We may not be able to sell Traidcraft goods in our churches, but don’t forget they are still 
available online, and can be ordered through Angela Cowans - 

angelacowans@googlemail.com.   
 
Did you miss The Big Brew coffee morning this year? It usually takes place in March at St Mark’s, 
but alas, it has not been possible this year. But dust off your sweet tooth – all is not lost. We are 
hoping to host an outdoor Big Brew on the Battery this summer, on July 10th.  As usual, we will 
sell homemade cakes and other goodies, as well as serving tea and coffee. This is all of course 
subject to current Covid restrictions and the weather, but we very much hope this can go ahead. 
More details to follow. 
 
In the meantime, how about giving this healthy and delicious curry a go?  From the Traidcraft 
website. 

 

Fair Trade Vegan Sweet Potato and Lentil Curry 
Ingredients 

I onion, diced 
I diced clove of garlic 
I large chopped carrot 
I chopped sweet potato 
Half a can of Ma’s Kitchen Organic Coconut Milk 
Half a jar of Eswatini Kitchen Medium Curry Sauce 
Eswatini Flamin’ Hot Swazi Fire (optional) 
340g lentils 
600ml vegetable stock 
400g Kilombero Brown Rice 
 

Method 

Heat onion and garlic, stirring until browned 
Add the curry sauce 
Add one teaspoon of the Hot Swazi Fire if you dare – very hot!  
Add chopped carrot and sweet potato 
Add lentils and vegetable stock. Bring to the boil and simmer for 25 minutes 
When the vegetables are tender, mix and stir in 200ml of coconut milk 

Serve with the cooked rice and enjoy! 
 

 

 



Crossword Solution 

 

 

 


