
Phase 2 will be the rest of the work:  

• the rear extension will include: 

- the new sanctuary area  

- a second disabled toilet at the back 

- further storage 

- the re-location of the vestry which will free up space at the back of the 

kitchen to allow… 

• the complete installation of an up-to-date kitchen 

• a new porch at the front of the building and disabled parking. 

This phase will of course depend on further fundraising to enable us to go 

ahead.  

RELAUNCH 

Looking forward to post-COVID life, we would like to resume our efforts to 

complete the renovation of St Mark’s hall. We are now inviting the  

St Luke’s and St Mark’s congregations and the wider community to 

support the project financially. We shall of course continue with external 

grant applications in the meantime. 

On 12th November there will be a Zoom presentation to all who are 

interested, to refresh our memories of the plans so far, to explain about 

the different phases of the renovation and to answer questions. The Zoom 

meetings will take place at 2pm and 8pm. 

The plans for the refurbishment and the link to the Zoom meeting are 

available on the church website: www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk     

If you wish to give now the account details are:  Sort code: 55-81-26 and 

account no. 00336122. Please use “St Marks” and your surname as the 

reference.  
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REWIND   REFOCUS   RELAUNCH 

 

The year 2020 has been a tough year for so many of us. During the 

darkest days of lockdown one thing that became apparent was the 

strength of our community. Neighbours have got to know each other 

and offered support to the most vulnerable. We donated goods to 

the Basics Bank and to the NHS workers at the hospital.  

 

It is with this community spirit in mind that we at St Mark’s plan to 

resume our fundraising to produce a parish hall that we can all be 

proud of. 

 

 

 

http://www.stlukeswinchester.co.uk/


REWIND 

Just over six months ago the church set a project in motion to modernise 

facilities at St Mark’s and improve the church building. This was not just for 

the Christian community that worships there but for the whole of Oliver’s 

Battery; the Brownies, the exercisers, the dancers, the WI, the film club... 

for all who use the building or plan to use it in the future. It underwent a 

structural survey which concluded that it was basically in reasonable 

shape but in need of repair and substantial refurbishment to equip the hall 

for the future. 

Some key plans for improvement were: 

 A multi-use flexible space with capacity increased from 70 to 110, 

which can be divided into two smaller rooms by a sound-proof partition. At 

the moment we can only use the building for one event at a time. This 

physical and acoustic barrier will allow both rooms to be in use 

concurrently, and for larger events, such as Christmas services and film 

nights, we will be able to open the partition and use the hall at full 

capacity. The provision of a second space would, for example, enable the 

set-up of a lunch club for the elderly, a Sunday School for the children and 

an NHS outreach clinic.   

 A new kitchen which will widen the scope of events and activities 

we can offer. At the moment our kitchen is poorly laid-out and inadequate, 

and we cannot prepare hot meals.  

 Improved access and better toilet facilities, including for those with 

mobility problems. 

 Improved environmental performance of the building with a new 

electrical system, double-glazed doors and windows, and a porch to 

reduce draughts. 

 Electric fan-assisted low surface temperature radiators, ensuring 

environmental and safety benefits alongside efficiency – it will be warmer! 

 A better use of space and storage by reconfiguring the loos.   

 Repair to the support columns on the exterior of the building. 

 
 

REFOCUS 

If we don’t do anything then the building will become unusable, which 

would mean the user-groups and church community would be without a 

home.  There are few alternative venues locally. We believe that letting 

this building go would be detrimental to village life.  

Judging by the strength of the interest shown last February we believe 

the refurbishment is strongly supported in our community. The feedback 

we received from the consultation has been reflected in the amendments 

to our plans which we have made where possible. 

 

The original project budget was £280,000, and we have so far raised 

£117,500 from a legacy to the church and donations. A big thank you to all 

who have contributed so far! We have already completed the exterior 

repairs to the columns to ensure they are in good condition. The external 

grant applications are still in progress but like everything else, this has 

been slowed down by the pandemic.  

We know COVID 19 will not last forever, and with fewer people using the 

hall at the moment it gives us the ideal opportunity to look to the future. In 

light of this we have decided to phase the project and make a start 

with internal refurbishments as soon as we have the funds for Phase 1. 

Phase 1 will cost £150,000 and involves:  

• updating the heating and electrics throughout the building 

• reconfiguring the hall and sanctuary area, including levelling and adding 

a new floor; new windows and doors; an acoustic partition and creating a 

new side entrance 

• refurbishing the toilets and adding more storage for the hall 

The completion of this phase will mean the kitchen, whilst not refurbished, 

will at least be functioning with updated electrics. It will also mean the hall 

can still be in use while phase 2 (PTO) is carried out. The sanctuary will 

then be available to enlarge the hall or as a separate room as soon as 

the extension is completed in the second phase. 


